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Assessing the Economic Value of Meteorological
Information for Island Tourism

Ching-Yi Wang! Hen-1Lin? Wan-Yu Liu®

Abstract

This study explores the importance of meteorological information and assess its economic value
through in-depth interviews to clarify the demand for meteorological information and the importance
of meteorological factors for outlying island tourism. This study interviewed five representative
outlying island tourism operators and government officials. A total of two government officials, two
industry experts, and one tourism expert were interviewed to understand the views and needs of
meteorological information. This was utilized as the basis for designing the follow-up questionnaires
on meteorological information service contributed to the tourism of outlying islands. The economic
value of meteorological information in the tourism industry was then evaluated through questionnaire
analysis combined with the Delphi method. The results show that the economic value of meteorological
information in outlying island tourism is 88,687,368 NTD per year. Taking the contribution of total
expenditure of the outlying island tourism in 2020 (accounting for 1.5% of domestic tourism) into
consideration, which is 5.217 billion NTD, the estimated economic value of meteorological information

in outlying island tourism is 98,183,940 NTD.
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