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Climatic Classificati_on'of Taiwan Cheng—sieing Chen

Abstract

~ Compared with those in other provinces of Chinn, climatic data in Taiwan are not
“only the richest, bub aiso the most reliable. The systématic’ meteorological ohservation
in Taiwan wag started in 1897 and by 1952 climatic records in seven locatiors had

covered & fair long period of 50 years. All the -temperature vecords of the _hundfed

stations dealt with in this paper have covered more than ten years and the rainfall re-
cords stations have covered at lenst twenty years. The anthor feels that Dr. ‘Dlnthwazte §
new system can be roughly adapted to the actual conditions In Talwan and viewed fwm
the results thus obtained, is far more ressonable than Koppen's systein to Taiwan is
that its defivition of the Cfa climate is not fitted to the distribution of the field ecrops
and naiural Jandscapes on this island, 7
By nsing Thornihwaite’s 1948 clagsification, one iz able to discern, with fair
satisfaction, the regional climatic differences resulted from peculiar. fopography and. their
lLimitations Jaid on the distribution of erops and forests by the regional climatic
differences. The distribution of sugareane in Taiwan is almost entirely limited to the
BA' climate, that of tea plantations generally to ihe 'BB' climale, and that of
hardwoods forest and a,part of the tea gardens in the northeast of the island to fhé AR
elimate. The author is pa,rtmulmly satistied with the Pescadores’ being clagsified as
C; A'da’ Climate, for he is of the Opll‘IIOH that the na.tural vegetation of these windy

islands doubtlessly belong to the same ca.terrory as that of grass land.
=3l r
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