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Destructive Earthquakes in Taiwan

—From 1644 to the present time—

AR /oo H
Ming-Tung Hsu

ABSTRACT

Taiwan lies right on the center of the westside of the Circum-Pacific
Seismic zone. and has frequently suffered great damage from a number
of destructive earthquakes through historic time. Therefore, since the '
‘last stage of Ming dynasty, records of destructive earthquakes can be
found in the historical documents, and the seismological network was
established from 1897 by the Taipei Meteorological Office.

This report contains the destructive earthquakes of two periods,
namely, before and after the instrumentation of seismographs. The
former is picked up from historical documents and the latter from

~ seismological data of the Central Weather Bureau.
All earthquake magnitudes M appered in the report are computed by

Hsu's formula.

M=log A+1.09 log A+050 where A is the maximum displacement
amplitude of the ground, measured in micron, observed at an epicentral

distance A, measured in Km.
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