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Report on Typhoon “Elsie”

Abstract

Typhoon Elsie first generated over the sea west of Luzon. Its center
position was located at 17.6 N,117.6°E on 1200Z, 12th September. The
wind velocity near its center increased to 35m/s after twelve hours
hence reached the stage of typhoon category, moving slowly to the
north on the synoptic chart of 1200Z, 14th September. Typhoon Elsie
showed a recurvature of its trajectory which turned to north-north-
east and then to the northeast. It seemed obvious that this course
would result in a direct hit along the southwest coast of Taiwan.
Hence, the Taiwan Weather Bureau issued its their first Land and
Sea Typhoon Warning on 1300Z, 14th September.

Typhoon Elsie landed north of Hengchun, then traversed
across the southern portion of this island. Fortunately, its intensity
decreased rapidly when it approached the coast of Taiwan. The
highest wind velocity recorded at Hengchun was only 25.8m/s, although
the instantaneous wind velocity reached 387.1m/s at 0833Z 16th,
September. . ‘

Some damage occurred with the passage of the storm. Sugar cane -
was seriously damaged, with loss estimated at more than TN$ 20,000,000
Several highways were flooded and traffic was disrupted. The floods
in the Yilan area were serious, due to continuously heavy rainfall
a considerable time before the arrival of the storm itself.
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Fig. 1: The track of typhoon “Elsie” 8~18 Sept., 1966
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Fig. 2 : Sea level chart, 0000 GCT, 16th Sept., 1966
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Fig. 3 : 500mb chart, 0000 GCT. 16th Sept., 1966
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Fig. 4 : The sequence of pressure, wind

direction and velocity, and hourly rainfall

which observed at Hengchun during

- typhoon Elsie’s passage
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Fig. 6 : The sequence of pressure, wind

direction and speed, and hourly rainfall
which observed ‘at Tawu during typhoon
Elsie's passage
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Fig, 8 : The distribution of rainfall in
Taiwan area during Elsie’s passage 14-17
Sept. ,1966
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