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Abstract

* Father Gherzi was bom i 1886{m Sanrema, Italy At etgl:teen years af hrs
nge, he began io have much mterest., in Ching with the mtentwn to visi the Onent
Later ke became a " Jesuit in 1910 lo Shanghai. For the conuemenca of hzs
rmsswnary mzsszans, he leamed the Chinese and aftamea‘ o a kigh degree in Chmese
philasophzes With his bntkant mmd he made a pemsa! in the works of Confucms.
Laotze and “other famam Chmese ph:!asaphers He can speak Shanghaz d:alect
ﬂuently In 1912 he' ccmght seﬂaus Amoebzc Dysentery and was sent back for
treatment fo the Institute Pasteur in Paris. Fortunately the emez'we medzcme was
then discovered far_specaal treatment of such kind of diseases and his health was
then recovered. Duning the first World Warin 1918 he volszeered {0 come b_ack
.Ching: again. Owing to his odequate avquisition of Fknowledge in geophysical science
he was appointed to be the Assistant to Father L. Froc S. J., Direclor 0:f the
Zi-hai-wei Metaorological and Sezmc Observatory. In 1930, Father Gherzz
succeeded to bz the Director of the observatory which has a world-wide reputalion
o its contribution in geaphyszcs

Zz kal- wez Observatory was l;uslt in 1873 and was the agency which first
established a mefeqmlagwa! network in Ching 1n co-operation with Chinese Maritime

. C‘ustams. Zi-kai-wei Obserbafor_v was a catholic missionary organization, took care of
the metearological services for the safety of marine and aerial navigations along
the coasts of China during the period when the meleorological science in China was
not well developed. They devoled themselves to the works with high enthusiasm
“disregarding of their rewards. Shecially, Father Gherd had a very simple lving and
a hard work during his years in China. He had traiwed a number of Chinese
assistanls far:the operation of the signalling time and storms warning service and
alse for the aeronautical meteorological service during the period at the early
beginning of aviation in China in 1935, His interests covered quite a wide field
in geophysical science. He is also a prominent seismologist. For this veason he

had once appointed to be the adviser fo the Institute of Geolagical Survey wn
Peking for the wstallation of seismological siation there. '

- Father Gherzi is always devoting his timz in researches in science without
mnteruptions. A farge number of his papers had been pyblished in China. A few of

his articles may be recalled here wt my remembrance. They are:

T La Pliie En Chine-In 3 volumes including ¢ large atlas.
. 2. Tha wind a!ang the China Coast and the Yongtze Valley.

‘.3 Atlas de'la Tempamture En Chine-With text in French and Chinese.

T4, Chmatalogwal Atlas of East Asia-In folio with lext in Engtzsk and Chinese,
5. Mefeorology of Chma—Iﬂ 2 volumes in English. :
6. Booklets on Ty_z'ahoans—In Exiglish with charts.
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e 7. Notes de séisitologie-Fiench text with plates.
- 8. Risumt Mensuelle & Observationis . Mittorologique. .
9. Bullet}'n Seszsmrque en Chine 1920~1949

Durmg the year in the deuelopment of Po[tzr Front Tkeory of. Bjerknes, Father o ..7
Gherzz was one of the early mvest;gatars who visualized the state of a tx’&pzc&ﬂ . :
cyclone is ihermodymmzcally dafferent from extmrropwal cyclones in  which tkase"

- fronts caii be traced out. Another investigation has alsar been depicled oul in Hs
papers about mic10seisms which were caused by the {urbulence of the air over the
ocean or the earth's surface and not by the breaking waves on the coasts, A higk

correlatron has been found between some ionospheric cond:tlans with its pu!satwn and

" ihe motion of airmasses. This mvest:ga!wn, as he thought. wtll give a lot of help
for makmg typhnons farecasts ) ‘

Father Gherzi Ie_ﬂ Chma n 1949 and spent some years in Macaa before he

jomed St. Louis Umvers:ty and Loyokz Unrverszty in the Umted States He is now

warkmg in the Geophysscal Obsematary at Montrea!, Canada but h:s canmfmtmns

in Ckma and his dmiable f gure are still deeply zmpressmg in tke femzmscence of
his Chinese fnends.
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