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- A Discussion of Monthly Mean Cloudiness and

Rainy Days in Southeast China

Abstract

Fyom the past yearly records of the monthly mean cloudiness and rainy days
in the area of Southeast China, the wriler has fwepared a wmonthly isoneph chart
and a monthly isopleth chart for rainy days which depict the general seasonal
distribution as follows:

1. Winter. With an outbreak of dry modified polar continenial air mass
Srom Siberia, a significant increase of cloud amounts over the average noted over
the land and sea. Near 27°N, the mean winter polar front position, the cloudiness
averages abowtl 8[10 decreasing gradually from south to north. An anamoly exists
over Taiwan where cloudiness decreases from the northeast part lo the southwest.
Under the influence of the Crachin weather, more clouds yel less rain appear over
the Coast of SE China.

2. Spring.  The southeast winds beginning in spring blow from the sea into
the land bringing a considerable increase in the cloud amount cver the land mass.
The clowdiness zone moves to the area of the delta of Pearl River and the Sonth
China High Lands, in these sections maximum rainy days occur.

3. Summer.  The warm moist marine air mass invades inland, but there has
no significant cloud amount anamoly. However the SW winds being more moist
than SE winds bring abou! a greater cloud avea when they prevail. The clond
amounlt over the area of Taiwan is distributed evenly, except during the periods of
local thunderstorms. The distribution of the iseneph and the isopleth of rainy days
does not ceincide.

4. Awtumr.  This season has the finest weather. The cloud amount usually
varies from 5/10 to 7[10. However the amount appears less (average less than
4[10) over the area of Taiwan Strait, and grealer over the area of South China
Sea as well as over the ocean area off the east coast of Taiwan, This is attributed
to the influence of typhoons.
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H. Landsberg : Climatology (Havdbook of Meteorology)
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