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Q Eﬁﬂu Report on Typhoon “Betty” Research Section
Abstract

Betty was the only typhoon which hit the Taiwan area in 1972, This
typhoon developed southeast of Guam. She was located at 184°N 148.1°E
at 2 a. m- 10 August. Three days later, her intensity reached the stage
of severe typhoon.

At 8 p.m. 14 August, typhoon Betty was located at 204°N 130.0°E
and was moving westnorthwestward at 18 kilometers per hour at a
constant velocity. The Central Weather Bureau issued the first typhoon
warning at 9:30 p. m. 14 August, when the maximum winds near the
center of the storm were 65 m/fs, and the minimum pressure was 920
millibars. Eighteen hours later, this typhoon reached her maximum
intensity with a 910-millibar central pressure and 65m/s windspeed near
her center. )

Betty brought heavy rainfall when she skimmed over the north
coast of Taiwan. Meanwhile, the tide of the Tamsui River was highest.
Therefore, serious floods in Taipei were the result, bringing a great
calamity to northern Taiwan. '

“The maximum wind speeds recorded by Weather Burean were 21.0
mfs (ien—minute average) and 381 m/s instantaneous wind speed at
Keelung and a maximum gust up to 540 m/s on Pengchiayu Island.
Tatal precipitation in some areas during her bassage was over 400mm.
575.5mm was recorded At Aupu, 651.8mm at Yangmingshan, 8246mm at
Alishan; and 427.2mm at Yushan.

Afterwardé, the Taiwan Provincial Police Department reported a
total of 15 persons killed, three missing, and nine injured; 223 houses
totally destroyed and 132 partially damaged, The railrcad damage was
estimated at NT$ 291,660.00 and ssctions of highway in northern central
Taiwan were interrupted by landslide.
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Fig. 6. The variation of the pressure and wind at Pengchiayu,
Ishigaki-jima and Miyako-jima during typhoon Betty’s passage.
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