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A Brief Report on Typhoons in North-Western
Pacific during the Year 1968

Abstract

There were twenty-seven tropical cyclones generating in the
North-Western Pacific area during the year of 1968. Among them, 28
reached the intensity of typhoon category. This figure is a little
higher than the mean of past twenty-one years, although the total
number is lower than the normal. Three typhoons caused damages
on this island. :

Tropical storm Nadine passed through the Bashi Channel on 25
July and moved to the north-west. The heavy rainfall along the east
shore and northeast portion of this island began on 22 July. On 27
July, the storm accelerated to the northeast. Nadine landed near
Tainan. Damage to banana field is estimated at NT$ 102,582,120.

Typhoon Wendy passed near Lanyu in the early morning of 5
September. The maximum wind velocity was 65.7m/s as recording
at this small island. The foehn effect was reported at Taichung and
Hsinchu. This storm also brought torrential rain to the southeastern
part of this island and disrupted highway traffic for several days.

The flood caused by typhoon Elaine in Tailwan was quite
similar to typhoon Carla in 1967. She bacame a tropical storm when
passing over the western sea of Caroline Islands on September 23th.
On the synoptic chart of 1200 GMT 27 September, an anticyclone was
centered to the east of Kurile Islands and a continental high pressure

area was located over Inner Mongolia. An intense low was formed
in Eastern Siberia with a front system extending to its southwest.
Elaine deeping rapidly in the east of Luzon. This “saddle” situation
contributed to extremely heavy rainfall over eastern and northeas—
tern Taiwan. Amounts in excess of 1,000mm covered some eastern
mountain area. Landslides touched off by heavy rain blocked practi-
cally every artery of highway in south and east Taiwan.
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Table 1: Summary of invaded typhoons in 1968
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Table 2: Summary of typhoon occurrence in North Western Pacific since 1947
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Fig 1: The positions of tropical storm first appeared on synoptic chart in 1968,
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Table 3: Summary of typhoon data within the area of
North-Western Pacific in 1968
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