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Abstract

Integrated assessments have recently emerged as policy tools fo assess
performance and implementation. More specifically, in climate change negotiations,
climate driven assessments such as those complied by the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) are used to assess the scientific aspects of climate system, as
well as the technical, environmental, economic and social aspects of adapting to and
mitigating climate change. But how exactly does this relate to policymaking? The
existence of the assessment does not guarantee that they will be used as policy tools.

This paper attempts to give an overview of integrated assessments, their
characteristics, and their strengths and weaknesses in application. In particular, it
will examine the background, organization and functioning of the IPCC. Drawing
lessons learned in this science-policy evolution process, it will also discuss potential
challenges and opportunities confronting scientific communities in Taiwan and in the
end, call for a Taiwan-IPCC initiative.
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Characteristic time scales in the Earth system
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