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The Development of Modernizing Coastal Hydrological
Observations in Taiwan Region

L.Z .H. Chuang' C.C.Kao' C.J. Tsai' 8. H. King?
Coastal Ocean Monitoring Center National Cheng Kung University'
Water Resources Bureau®
Abstract

In March 1996 the Executive Yuan approved the “Policy Qutlines for Water
Resources in the Current Stage” submitted by Ministry of Economic
Affairs(MOEA). In view of the fact that the water resource enivironment in the
Taiwan region has undergone extensive changes, hydrological principles require
forward-looking planning and adjustments to meet the growing complexity of
water resource problems. MOEA has thus worked out an “Entirety plan in
Modernizing Hydrological Observations in the Taiwan Region”, which was
approved by the Executive Yuan in its ~correspondence number
Tai-(87)-Ching-00789 on Janunary 7% 1998, Regarding the adjustments to
hydrologic station deployments, this plan specifically advocates foe improved
offshore hydrologic observational projects.

Currently, permanent offshore hydrological observations mostly cater for the
need of the Central Weather Bureau regarding maritime weather forecasts and
navigational safety. The information needs for coastal protection against tides and
the planning and design of related projects have been largely ignored. There is an
urgent demand to deploy an offshore hydrological observatory network that may
satisfy tidal-protection needs and enhance the forewarning functions against coastal
disasters. This essay shall describe the current status regarding offshore
hydrological observations and the projects related to the deployment of an
observatory network,
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