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AGRO-METEOROLOGICAL DISASTERS

Sen-Hsiung Hsu

Professor, Department of Soil and Water Conservation
National Pirigtung Institute of Agriculture

ABSTRACT

The view point of agro-meteorological disasters in ancient and present times are different, the
former emphasize unforeseen meteorological phenomenon and the later emphasize abnormal
meteorological phenomenon.  From the other view point of climatical distribution, abnormal climate
is difined either the average value of monthly air temperature (or other climatical element) was unseen
in previous 30 vears (or more longer) or the difference is more two times than the standard deviation
of normal year.

Agro-meteorological disasters in Taiwan can be classified as follows according to its main source.

1. Caused by temperature; cold damage, frost damage and high temperature damage.

©2

Caused by precipitation: long rain spell hazard, flood damage, hail damage and drought hazard.

3. Caused by strong wind as typhoon: machanical damage of crops, salty wind damage and foehn
hazard.

4. Caused by other source: air pollution.

(Key words: agro-meteorclogical disasters)
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