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A Study on China’s Climatic
Variation since Ming Dynasty

Chao -Ming Liu
Meteorological Center, CCAA

Abstract

The author has analyzed all meteorological data and phenomenal changes as recorded in
historical documents available since Ming Dynasty, and material related to the changes of tree
annual rings, advances and recessions of glacigrs are studied_ as well , Theré are sufficient
evidences found thus far to prove the periods of 1470-1520, 1620-1700, and 1840-1890 had
cold winters while the periods of 1550-1600 and 1720-1820 were with comparatively warm
winters in the Yellow River valley., The period 1650 through 1700 was the coldesf one and
1840~1890 was the next . '

This study also shows that the years 1970 through 1979 were colder than the years' 1955~
19690. The weather in recent years is merely an extention of the climatic variation since

Ming -Dynasty. A colder climate may remain for a short period in forthcoming years,
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