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‘Seasonal Forecasting of Taiwan
Winter Temperature

Li-Yu Jen Ching-Yen Tsay
Forecasting Center ' Department of Atmospheric Scienc;jes
Central Weather Bureau National Taiwan University
Abstract

The average winter (December to Februafy} temperature for the past
25 years is divided into threé categories. It is called warm winter for
average ltemperature 2:16;400, normal winter for average temperature
between 16.4° ¢ and ﬂ5.4°0, and- cold winter for average temperature
< 15.47C.

¥or the seaéonal forecasting, we first coﬁposite the northern
hemispheriq 500mb charts for one season (or two seasons) proceeding the
four warmest winters as well as the four coldest-winfers. A difference
map between the composite charts for the warm and cold winters is then
obteined for each season. The difference value between the sum of
geopotential heights in significant positive areas and that in significant
negative areas in the difference map is computed for each of the 23 years.
Ih isffound that the difference values for one and two seasons shead have
good positive correlation with the winter temperature and are useful in

seasonal temperature forecasting.
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